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Among the many sad consequences of the sex abuse crisis are the
injustices visited on priests falsely accused. A particularly
egregious case is that of Father Gordon MacRae of the Diocese of
Manchester, New Hampshire. He was sentenced to thirty-three
years and has been imprisoned more than twelve years with no
chance of parole because he insists he is innocent. I have followed
the case for several years. Lawyer friends have closely examined
the case and believe he was railroaded. The Wall Street Journal’s
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Dorothy Rabinowitz published, on
April 27 and 28, 2005, an account of the travesty of justice by
which he was convicted.

Now the friends of Father MacRae have created a website,
www.GordonMacRae.net, which provides a comprehensive
narrative of the case, along with pertinent documentation. Bishop
John McCormack, a former aide of Boston’s Cardinal Law, and the
Diocese of Manchester do not come off as friends of justice, or, for
that matter, of elementary decency. You may want to visit the
website and read this Kafkaesque tale. And then you may want to
pray for Father MacRae, and for a Church and a justice system
that seem indifferent to justice. Financial help is also needed for
his continuing appeals.




